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PHD PROGRAM APPLICATION AND ADMISSION PROCESS

QUOTA ANNOUNCEMENT PROCESS
The quota requests submitted by the Departments in accordance with the academic calendar are discussed and finalized in the Institute Council. The PhD quotas are then announced on the Institute’s website.

QUOTA APPLICATION PROCESS
DIPLOMA: A Master’s degree or a diploma in accordance with the prerequisites of the applied program is required.
ALES: A minimum score of 60 in ALES in the relevant field of the applied program, or an equivalent score in GRE or GMAT determined by the Senate, is required. Medical Faculty graduates may submit their TUS scores (minimum 50 points) instead of ALES.
Applicants applying with a Bachelor’s degree must have at least 80 points in ALES or an equivalent GRE/GMAT score determined by the Senate.
FOREIGN LANGUAGE: A minimum score of 55 from a central foreign language exam recognized by the Council of Higher Education (YÖK), or an equivalent score from an internationally recognized foreign language exam, is required. The validity period for KPDS, ÜDS, YDS, and e-YDS is 5 years.
TRANSCRIPT: Applicants applying with a Bachelor’s degree must have a minimum graduation GPA of 80 out of 100, or 3.0 out of 4, or an equivalent.

REQUIRED APPLICATION DOCUMENTS
1. Copy of ID card
2. Curriculum Vitae
3. Diploma/temporary graduation certificate 
4. ALES/GRE/GMAT document
5. English proficiency document 
6. Transcript

EVALUATION
In order to be considered successful, applicants must obtain at least 70 out of 100 points in the evaluations. The final success score is calculated as 25% of the evaluation score, 25% of the undergraduate GPA, and 50% of the ALES score. Based on these scores, applicants are ranked from highest to lowest and placed in the programs according to quota availability.

For applicants who are in the final year and have not yet graduated, the current GPA is taken into
account. In case of a tie in ranking, the applicant with the higher current GPA is given priority.



PHD EDUCATION PROCESS
PhD Education Duration and Course Load
The course load consists of at least 21 credits, corresponding to seven courses selected from the groups specified in the curriculum, in addition to a seminar, thesis proposal, field specialization course, qualifying examination, and dissertation work.

Each semester, students must register for courses totaling 30 ECTS credits. The dissertation carries 135 ECTS credits, and the total requirement for the program is 240 ECTS credits.

The maximum period for completing the required coursework is four semesters, while the maximum duration for completing the entire program is twelve semesters.

1st Semester
Register for courses totaling 30 ECTS credits via the online registration system.
Take midterm examinations on the dates set by the Department and final examinations in accordance with the academic calendar.

2nd Semester
Register for courses totaling 30 ECTS credits via the online registration system.
The Field Specialization Course must be taken each semester from the second semester until graduation.
Take midterm examinations on the dates set by the Department and final examinations in accordance with the academic calendar.
Appointment of a thesis advisor must be completed no later than the end of the second semester.

3rd Semester
Register for courses totaling 30 ECTS credits via the online registration system (the Seminar course is compulsory).
Take midterm and final examinations as scheduled.

4th Semester
Register for the Field Specialization Course via the online registration system.
Retake failed or incomplete courses, if any.

5th Semester
Register for the Field Specialization Course via the online registration system.
Retake failed or incomplete courses, if any.
If there are no failed or incomplete courses, the student must determine the committee* and take the Qualifying Examination** no later than the end of the 5th semester.
*The Qualifying Committee consists of five faculty members, including the advisor, at least two of whom must be from outside the University staff.
**Students must have successfully completed their coursework to be eligible for the qualifying examination.
The Department submits the “PhD Qualifying Examination Application Form” to the Institute.

Students who do not take the qualifying examination by the end of the 5th semester are considered unsuccessful.

QUALIFYING EXAM
The qualifying examination consists of two parts: written and oral. The examination jury evaluates the student’s performance in both parts and decides by simple majority whether the student is successful or unsuccessful. This decision is reported to the Institute within three days of the examination.
Students who fail the qualifying examination are re-examined in the failed section(s) in the following semester. Students who fail again are dismissed from the PhD program.

THESIS PROPOSAL SUBMISSION AND FORMATION OF THE THESIS MONITORING COMMITTEE
For students who pass the qualifying examination, a Thesis Monitoring Committee is established within one month upon the department's recommendation and the Institute Administrative Board's approval.
The committee consists of three faculty members: the thesis advisor, one member from within the department, and one member from outside the department or program. If a co-advisor is appointed, they may attend the meetings but cannot be a formal member of the Thesis Monitoring Committee.

THESIS PROPOSAL DEFENSE
The student who passes the qualifying examination must orally defend the thesis proposal before the Thesis Monitoring Committee within six months.
The written report of the thesis proposal (including Ethics Committee approval, if required) must be submitted to the Committee members at least 15 days prior to the defense.
The student must obtain the official PhD thesis proposal evaluation form and defense minutes from the Institute 1–2 days before the defense.
If the proposal is accepted, the signed documents are submitted to the Institute within three days and forwarded to the Institute Administrative Board.
If the proposal is returned with revisions, a second defense must take place within one month. If accepted, the documents are submitted to the Institute within three days. If rejected again, a new advisor and/or thesis topic may be assigned.
Upon written request by the student, a new Thesis Monitoring Committee may also be appointed. Students continuing with the same advisor must re-defend within three months, while those with a new advisor and/or thesis topic must re-defend within six months. If the proposal is rejected again, the student is dismissed from the program.
Once the thesis proposal is accepted, the Thesis Monitoring Committee meets twice a year, once between January–June and once between July–December, to evaluate progress and future plans.


COMPLETION OF THE PHD DISSERTATION 
In order to graduate, students must have at least one scientific article related to their dissertation published or accepted for publication in a national/international peer-reviewed journal, or an application for a national/international patent filed by the University and must present their dissertation-related work at least once in a national/international peer-reviewed scientific event in oral, written, or visual form.
1. The student writes the dissertation in accordance with the Institute’s thesis writing guidelines.
2. Draft theses are sent to the jury members appointed by the Institute Administrative Board upon the department's recommendation.
3. The jury consists of five faculty members, including the advisor, at least two of whom are from outside the University staff, and includes members of the Thesis Monitoring Committee.
4. Jury members submit their written evaluations to the Institute within one month of receiving the thesis. These evaluations are communicated to the student. The advisor submits the thesis to the Institute along with their opinion that it is defensible and the Plagiarism Detection Software Report.
5. At least three Thesis Monitoring Committee reports must have been submitted before the thesis can be defended.
6. The jury convenes within one month of thesis submission to conduct the defense.
7. The PhD Dissertation Defense is conducted in an open session.
8. If the thesis is returned for correction or rejected, the student is given six months to resubmit and defend.
9. If the thesis is rejected for a second time, the student is dismissed from the program.
10. If the thesis is accepted, the decision is reported to the Institute within three days, and all required graduation documents must be submitted to the Institute within one month.
11. The student is then awarded the PhD diploma.
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